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THE U/E/1THeR-
Official forecasts for to-day indicate that it

will be fair and slightly colder; northerly winds.

Not one smile for Weyler, but mill¬
ions for free Cuba.

The anti-Coal Trust bills may be all
right, but what we need is execution,
not legislation.
Members of the Kentucky Legisla¬

ture propose to expel one another.
Why not adjourn?
The Kansas postmaster who in¬

sulted the officials to procure dismissal
is now imprisoned and repentant.

"Venezuela sends a famous cat to our

Cat Show. It is probably a valiant
defender of back fence boundary lines.

England would better expend £14,-
000,000 in paying for territory which she
has "grabbed" than in warships to

hold 11 I Ij if
Emma Frey, the heroine who rescued

her shopmate from a burning building,
fully deserves the medal which she

.
will get.
Mr. Coudert gives an appreciative

pat to the candidacy of Mr. Carlisle,
but it is easy to see that the choice of
his affection is Whitney.

Russia will have to issue a new loan
if she builds ship for ship with Eng¬
land, which Power has just given a

new order for two or three more fleets.

The Massachusetts Democracy is out
for the "Boy Governor" for honorable
mention at St. Louis, and Secretary
Olney's little boom lies neglected in a

corner, with all the paint worn off it.

Governor Morton continues to hear
good news from the interior of the
State, but the shadow of the McKinley
boom projects over the northern and
western borders.

Mr. Gibson Bowles, who has a seat
igllsh House of Commons,

alarming personage. He wants the
bells of bicycles to ring all the time
that they are in motion. His motion
would soon fill lunatic asylums to over¬
flowing.

THE "BAKE SHOP" QUESTION.
When Is proper attention to be paid

to the great and constantly growing
evil of the "bake shor.s?" Labor Com¬
missioner Dowling cites these institu¬
tions In his annual report as among the
greatest dangers to general health from
which the city t as to suffer. There are
at present wit'uln the limits of the me¬
tropolis one thousand and forty-nine of
these cellar-s an<j sub-cellars, none of
which are in any sense suited to the
manufac* Jre Df food products. In them
a great JOpulation of bakers lives and
sleeps. many persons sleeping on un¬
clean nattresses close beside the bake
ovenr

T j visiting inspectors reported but
n. e of these places as clean. This
1b rather an alarming record for a

great city. Because of their unhealthy
surroundings while they are at work
manufacturing the "staff of life," the
employes suffer from consumption,
pneumonia, bronchitis, rheumatism and
fever. The rate of wages paid in these
dens Is miserable. Something should
be done at once to break up the base¬
ment bake shops," and to compel
many thousands of hard-working men
to pay better attention to the laws
of health. Bread that L. sen* out from
dens of disease may prove inimical to
life, instead of Its chief support. Three-
fourths of the shops having been desig¬
ned by experts as unhealthy, It is
.i/hcult to see why the Board of Health
cannot interfere. '

Mr. Whitney will be a 16 to 1 bimetal-
list when all the civilized nations are

willing to join him, and not before. If
he would only consent to become even
a "receptive" candidate his explicit
views on the money question would
be quite refreshing. On that subject
the avowed candidates are dumb as
oysters.

FORMULATE OUR WANTS.
It might be well to hold a few mass

me'etings for the purpose of finding
oot exactly what kind of a government
t£e people of New York and Brooklyn
desire to give themselves after the de¬
cree of Consolidation has wedded them.
Is there anything presently before the
people of these cities which surpasses
in interest and importance this sub¬
ject? is it not worth discussing in
open assemblage before it goes into
the hands of tlje expert politicians at
Albany? We will admit for the mo¬
ment that a large class in Brooklyn
does varlt" consot.d That
class ib the tf*., uh< i'i ench
tale.it not only dots i.o^ wish to argue
over the sauce with which it is to be
eaten, but it does not wish to be eaten
* all. Yet the majority of Brooklyn-

ites recognize that union, like death
and taxes, is inevitable, and they
concentrate their attention mainly on

the details of the new government.
The ringing protests against Mr.

Piatt's little scheme for farming out
everything concerning the gigantic
patronage of the united cities to his
commissions have halted that amazing
scheme. Perhaps they have killed it.
But we must not be too confident. As
the Legislature languishes toward its
much desired end, Mr. Piatt and his

colleagues might suddenly bring the
scheme forward again. It is essential
that something should be offered in its

place. "What do we want.a Greater
New York County Council, with three
or four hundred members truly repre¬
sentative of all classes? If we want
that we would better begin to formu¬
late its details. If we want one body
for strictly metropolitan affairs, and
minor councils for strictly urban af¬
fairs, let us say so.

Above all, let us leave nothing unex¬

pressed and vague. As freemen, it be¬
hooves us to look sharply after our own

liberties.

When the Central and South Ameri-
can Republics have followed our ex¬

ample in recognizing the Cubans as

belligerents, Spain will discover that
she has something formidable to fight
against.
OUR OBLIGATIONS TO SPAIN.
Some idea of the obligation under

which the United States rests with re-
. gard to Spain may be obtained from
; the perusal of the decree Issued by
. Queen Isabella on June 17, 1861. While
the Confederate States were in new re¬

bellion Spain hastened to recognize
their belligerency by declaring neutral¬
ity between the parti«s to the conflict.
It is interesting to observe that this
decree was Issued about two months
after Fort Sumter was fired upon,
while the proposed action by this Gov¬
ernment comes more than one year
after the beginning of hostilities in
Cuba.
The Spanish decree is as follows:

"Considering the relations which exist
between Spain and the United States
of America, and the expediency of not
changing the reciprocal relations of
friendly understanding on account of
the grave events which have happened
to that Republic, I have resolved to

Maintain the strictest neutrality in the
struggle engaged in between all the Fed¬
eral States of the Union and the Con¬
federate States of the South; and in
order to avoid the losses which our sub¬
jects might suffer both in shipping
and commerce, both for want of defi¬
nite rules to which their conduct might
corifirm, in accord with the views of
my Council of Ministers, I decree as

follows:
"Article 1. It is forbidden in all the

ports of the Spanish realm to arm,

supply and equip any private vessel,
whatever may be the flag she carries.
-"Article 2. It is in like manner forbid¬

den to owners, masters or captains of
merchant vessels to accept letters of

marque, or to contribute in any way to
the arming or equipping the vessels of
war or privateers.
"Article 3. The entering and remain¬

ing for more than twenty-four hours in
the ports of the realm is forbidden to
vessels of war or privateers with prizes,
unless in cases of necessity through
stress of weather. When this latter

happens the authorities will watch the
vessel and oblige her to go to sea as

soon as possible without permitting her
to take any more supplies than for
present necessity; but on no account
either arms or munitions of war.

"Article 4. Effects taken from the

prizes shall not be sold in the ports of
the realm.
"Article 5. Transportation under the

Spanish flag, if all articles of com¬

merce, is granted, except when directed
to blockaded ports. The carrying of
war material, papers or communica¬
tions for the belligerents is forbidden.
Trespassers shall be responsible for
their acts, and shall have no right to
the protection of my Government.
"Article 6. All Spaniards are forbid¬

den to enlist in the belligerent army, or

to engage themselves to serve on board
vessels of war or privateers.
"Article 7. My subjects should refrain

from every act which, by violating the
laws of the Kingdom, may be consid¬
ered contrary to neutrality.
"Article 8. Transgressors of the above

violations shall have no right to pro¬
tection of my Government, shall suffer
the consequences of the rules which
belligerents may prescribe, and shall be
punished as provided by the laws of
Spain."

If Kaiser Wilhelm comes over to con¬
test for the America's Cup he will
show himself a bluff, hearty sportsman,
who will not get ugly the moment that
he doesn't win.

TOO MUCH LEGISLATION.
Too much legislation is the crying

evil of the day. Legislative bodies
meet too frequently. The statement of
Senator Smith that the people wish
Congress to pass the necessary appro¬
priation bills, adjourn and go heme is

literally true. The people have learned
to dread the assembling oftCongress.
It unsettles business. Affairs are

scarcely adjusted to one set of lawB
before Congress insets to threaten the
country with laws. Even if the
proposed chai are desirable in
themselves, the* are disastrous to the'
industrial affairs which they &?fect.
But they are rarely d^slruble. A man

sick and confined tr> he.<] with fc iever:

esteems nothing so grateful as a little
rest stolen from the officious attentions
of a busy maiden aunt, who has undei-
tal:en the unsolicited task of harassing
him into a premature state of health.
The people likewise f?el grateful when

Congress adjourns. They have time to
rest and recover.

Various State Legislatures have be¬
come nuisances; several of them, not¬

ably that of this State, under its num¬

erous bosses; that of Delaware, manip¬
ulated by a confessed political specu¬
lator, and that of Ohio, charged with

bribery, have become public scandals
and ignominious travesties on justice
and common sense. The agitation to

elect United States Senators by popular
vote is a result of the various legisla¬
tive scandals which have destroyed the

dignity and injured the moral tone of
the National Senate by putting in
members who use their opportunities
fo- other purposes than the public
weal.
The first corrective effort for legisla¬

tive abuses is the clause in the new

Constitution of Mississippi, which re¬

quires the Legislature to assemble once

in four years. Many States allow a

meeting every two years, but it is
probable that amendments will be pro¬
posed making a longer interval of rest,
and, as is the case with Kentucky, now

suffering from a legislative eruption,
limiting the period to sixty days. Many
acts of merely local character, includ¬
ing charters for corporations, bridges,
roads, city governments and the end¬
less private bills which come before the
State Legislature (to be acted upon by
a committee) could be more wisely and
often more honestly enacted elsewhere.
These changes would have a tendency
to secure better men in the legislative
halls. Absences from their homes and
business would be fov shorter periods
and less frequent, and the affairs with
which they have to deal would be more

important. The present system pro¬
duces the professional politician, and
that worst of all political parasites,
the boodle legislator.

LITTLE DELAWARE'S VACANCY.
Delaware's junior Senatorship will

remain vacant. Henry A. Dupont, Re¬

publican, will not succeed to Senator
Higgins's seat, according to the latest
news from Washington. It is stated
that six Republican Senators (lawyers)
have declined on the evidence to vote
for the seating of Colonel Dupont.
That makes his rejection certain.
The case depended on the official

status of. W. T. Watson, of Delaware,
who voted as Senator against Colonel
Dupont while Acting Governor. The
contention of the majority report of the
Senate Committee on Privileges and
Elections is that Mr. Watson is Gov¬
ernor, and, therefore, is not entitled to
a vote in the Delaware Senate. The
contention of the minority report is
that, Mr. Watson having been duly
elected and seated in the Delaware
Senate, and his case having been
thereby adjudicated, he is still a mem¬

ber of the Senate and entitled to a vote.
Senator Watson, although Acting Gov¬
ernor, cannot lose his vote otherwise
than by death, by resignation or by ex¬

pulsion. None of there has happened.
In addition to this, the Constitution of
Delaware does not provide for the elec¬
tion of a new Senator when the Speak¬
er of the Senate succeeds the Gov¬
ernor, but, on the contrary, defines his
duties in such phrases as "shall exer¬

cise the office of Governor."
If the Senate of the United States

were to refuse to consider Speaker
Watson's vote, and thereby count Du¬
pont in, the people whom Senator Wat¬
son represents would be summarily
and illegally deprived of representa¬
tion.

The searchlight recently turned on
the Salvation Army on account of the
revolt of the Ballington Booths shows
that the delegation of too much power
to an individual will eventually wreck
any human institution, whether it be
an empire founded by General Bona¬
parte, or an absolute evangelical mon¬

archy founded by General Booth.

The old and romantic Spanish Don,
in doublet and hose, disdains mathe¬
matics entirely. And yet there is a hu¬
morous side even to enumeration. Up
to date the war in Cuba has cost him
$50,000,000, and the estimates for the
second year are $75,000,000. During the
first year he lost 406 soldiers in con¬
flict and 3,472 by yellow fever, and to¬
day Cuban insurrection is in better
shape than it was a year ago. To
complicate this prodigious and hopeless
task by incidentally whipping the
United States, at the same rate, trans¬
fers Cervantes to Tankeedom and re¬

calls Byron's remark that "he had
laughed Spain's chivalry away."

Most of the Piatt Senators are be¬
tween the devil and the deep sea. They
are threatened with permanent politi¬
cal retirement if they do not vote for
the Raines bill, and they are sure of
it if they do. It is curious to observe
that in this dilemma their compromise
takes the form of amendments, not of
straight repudiation. Never was the
trick of serving God and Mammon be¬
set with greater anxiety, and never
was the difficulty of determining which
is God and which is Mammon so acute
and so opaque at the same time. If
mere kicking of a subservient kind
could kill a bill, the Raines bill should
be dead before this.and it would be
if there were not behind it a man ^vho
always rises superior to the heels and
hoofs of public opinion, and was never

yet kicked into anything.that could
be erivvied into.

Legislators Firm
About Cuba, j

Washington, D. C., March 3..Through
all the swirling currents of politics, con¬
jecture, gossip and absolute plans, one fact
is emphasized and made plain. Both Sen¬
ate and House are resolved that the bellig¬
erency of Cuba shall be recognized and
her independence made finally firm.
As one goes among House men, as well

aa the Toga folk, one finds no heat, no
wrath against Spain, no excitement over
the complications of the day. The senti¬
ment is essentially and calmly Saxon. It
is deteriuined that Cuba shall be free,
c^me what may, fall what will, and, while
there is wide belief that the interference
of the United States to aid Cuba, which is
by resolution of sympathy and recognition
passed by Congress, or by steps more vigor¬
ous still, will bring on a war with Spain,
it Is remarkable as a fact that no one here
seems to heed these posssible after chap¬
ters in the slightest degree.
These statesmen of ours neither pretend

to welcome war in its coming, nor to fear
it. They are Arm that Cuba shall have
emancipation. Beyond that, while ready
for the worst and ripe for anything, Con¬
gressional guessing does not soar.
These Republicans, however, so clamor¬

ous in House and Senate, are beginning to
play careful politics. Two months ago
it was not the Republicah plan, so far as
the House is concerned, to recognize Cuba.
Reed did not want it done. He said so to
many with a plain clearness. It was
agreed on between Hitt and Reed, before
the latter named the other to be chief of
foreign affairs. Not a Republican member
of Hitt's committee but was fully com¬
mitted to the policy of silence and inac¬
tion anent Cuba before Reed wrote his
name on the list.
"It would seem to me," said Reed as

Congress assembled, while in converse on

Cuba, "that with a treasury on a lee
shore, and a tariff bill running astern of
expenditures millions a month, we might
better attend to saving ourselves before
leading a rescue party in favor of Cuba."
This was Reed's given reason for stand¬

ing aloof from Cuban Involvements when
Congress began In December. His true
reason.and it was a party one as well-
was that, the Democracy would gain too
much from a war, which looked certain in
its coming, should America step between
Spain and the rebellious Cubanese. A war

might move the popular heart to a point
which would give the next Presidential
election to the Democrats. Reed would,
personally and politically, with his own

anxiety to be President himself gnawing
at him, have no such door opened to the
entrance of any such chance.
But this plan has all been broken down.

Now every Republican save a dyspeptic,
senile few, favors Cuban recognition. This
change was the outcome of the belief of a

few that the Democracy, with Cleveland
at the White House, might force American
Intervention, free Cuba and take the credit
of it. Now the Republicans are as ram¬

pant Cubanward as before they were sul¬
lenly set the other way. Gossip credits
the Democratic Administration with a pro-,
gramme all Its own. The Senate, It Is gen¬
erally conceded; will adopt the House reso¬

lution passed yesterday; probably accept
and adopt it to-morrow. But Cleveland,
so say the wise and deep people, will de¬
cline. He will veto, and suggest paying
Spain a price. The bonds Issued to provide
the money wherewith Cuba might buy her¬
self free from Spain, tne Administration
believes, would be taken up h# Yankee
money. Cleveland would like Cuba to pur¬
chase her freedom, with the United States
going bail for her. .

House as well as Senate Republicans state
In advance that they will never consent.
The Cuban contingent domiciled here.and
who, by the way, have given themselves
to feasting and drinking since the Senate's
action.assert that Cuba will never accept
the Cleveland scheme to pay money for a

freedom she has already won with blood.
So the business stands, Cleveland taking

a commercial view and talking of Cuban
bonds to buy and break her fetters, while
the Republicans plan a blind, butt-end
fashion of acknowledgment of Cuba's en¬

largement from the yoke-galls of the Don.
One or the other will no doubt be em¬

braced, albeit a listless Congressional be¬
lief is that In either event Spain will at¬

tack America. It is opined that she will be
driven to do so by her own common peo¬
ple. who, Ignorant and wrapped in unln-
struction.feel, rather than thi'ik; are emo¬

tional, not reasonable.will force the

Spanish Government to a powder-burning
resentment of America's attitude, or over¬

run it like a landslide. Spain is In danger
of Itself. It will be made to go to war or

suffer overthrow.
Gossip describes Olney as not favoring

the Cleveland idea of Cuba buying her lib¬

erty from Spanish rate. It finds fault, too,
with the Boston Cabineteer for not-making
public yesterday's dispatch which told of1
the apology for the Barcelona outrage.
Some insist that it was buried for twenty-
four hours to prevent all chance of the
House debate yesterday gaining aught of
mollification by any knowledge of Its ex¬
istence. ALFRED HENRY LEWIS.

Letters from the People.
John Henry Sat Upon.

Editor Journal:
. Dear Sir.A correspondent in the Journal of
Thursday last wants our Albany lawmakers to

"do away with all uniforms worn by street

sweepers I" Calls It "worse than stealing," and
a lot of like rubbish.
When the fool killers get this way again and

calls up the people who write to the Journal, the
name of "John Henry" will be prominent as the
star specimen familiarly known as a "chump."

I have never seen Colonel Waring, though I
would like to thank him personally for the first
year of clean streets I have known as a Gotham-
lte for half a century. I have been astonished in
wclking all over the city to see such an array
of men, scattered singly with no "boss" In sight
and not a loiterer to be seen I It is the "uni¬
forms" that does It. I learn from the men that
they pay for one suit Just $1.25! A considera-
ble saving to the men and Just consplcuuous
enough to insure Industry.

I well remember seeing, under the old system,
gangs of dirty-looking fellows half-clad in the
disreputable "old clothes" that John Henry so

much admires, twinging clumsy stable brooms
and moving, but not removing, the dirt! The
contrast is sharp.the "disgrace" and "laugh¬
ing stock" belong wholly on the other side, and
the lgnorantly silly criticism of "John Henry"
and stupids of his ilk are but the fly on the
horn of the ox. J. H. 8CHENCK.
New York, March 1.

Mode of 1'unishiueut for Pierce.
Editor Journal:
Dear Sir.In reading the Journal I read about

Pierce, on trial at White Plains for brutal
treatmentof the inmates of the Westchester^ome
received at his hands, and think any man who
has the nature of a beast, which he surely has,
ought to be punished to the full extent of the
law. Any man who beats little children until
the blood runs and then puts them In salt and
water as he did, ought to be punished in exactly
the same way and let him feel how It felt to
the poor little children. He ought to have in¬
flicted on him every punishment, not one being
omitted, which he inflicted upon those children.
Any man who will do what be does is a brute

and not a human being, and he ought to be
punished exactly the same way in which he
treated others.the cat, shackles, eating musty
food and every solitary one.to see If he likes

it.X. Y. Z.
New York, March 1.

Seal Him Up In a Jar of Alcohol.
Editor Journal:
Dear Sir.1W11 you kindly tell me through your

paper how to keep a young »111gator that lust
came from Florida? ARTHUR M'CONNEX.I.
Brooklyn, March X

Mrs. Potter as Juliet.
A lovely, lissome, Titian-tressed, pictorial

creature was the Juliet to whom we were

introduced at Daly's Theatre last night by
Cora Urquhart Potter. We saw a Juliet
replete with all the modern Improvements.
a Juliet as beautiful as she was non-

Shakespearian, and, consequently, uncon¬
ventional. She was. a Juliet who kuew a

thing or two.a Juliet of the modern days,
who would smuggle naughty French novels
into the privacy of her chamber, and ex¬

plain to mommer that she was studying
.'Pilgrim's Progress." She was a Juliet
whom you could readily imagine "doing"
Paris for all it was worth.broughaming
on the Bois, supping in the Avenue de
l'Opera, and spending the intervening af¬
ternoons chez la couturiere. She was a
Juliet who revelled in clothes.for the
sheer spangled pleasure of wearing them.
In the palace of the Capulets she frou-
froued in upon the scene with a gown so

ravishingly beautiful that you felt its de¬
sign had cost her hours of weary angujsh.
Long sleeves of spangled chiffon.such as
A erona never knew.swept the ground in
gauzy glory, and pinks and blues blended
themselves In artless union.
She was a spectacular Juliet.a Juliet for

the calciums.a Juliet »

plates.a Juliet superbly illustrative of the
modern mania for decoration. You could
imagine her smirking before her cheval
glass while the nurse arranged her curls-
most obstreperous curls they were, too
and, like the "little girl," she had one in
the middle of her forehead. She was a

Juliet, too, who 6niffed at spotless white
gowns and the conventional garb sup¬
posed to typify unsullied purity. This was

a Juliet who could be pure in spangled
chiffon.
And this Juliet took life easy, quite con¬

vinced that things would right themselves.
You felt that she had read all that there
^ as to read, and that she was "up" in the
gossip of the daily papers. When she re¬
marked to her Romeo, "If that thy bent of
love be honorable, thy purpose marriage "

you longed to add for her, "I'm yours.
Lut if thy purpose be not marriage, I'll
sue you for breach of promise and heavy
damages." Lovely, lissome, Titian-tressed
pictorial she was, but she knew a thing or

thr»e, and she Impressed that fact upon
you persistently.
And the balcony scene! How she enjoyed

it! Nurse had arranged a handsome blue
silk embroidered scarf over the rough
edges, so that her silken ladyship's elbows
need not suffer. And thus Juliet sat at
her ease. She looked as though a dainty
< lgarette would not have been at all mal¬
apropos. and you distinctly missed the
hammock.

I am perfectly convinced that It was

merely reverence for Shakespearian tradi¬
tion.commendable reverence, to be sure.

that prevented this nineteenth century
Juliet from slinging a hammock on that
cozy balcony, and inviting Master Romeo
into the opposite end. She was a Summer
girl, Juliet In the balcony scene.a Juliet
to go a-bathing with in the morning, and
a-hopplng with in the evening. To be sure,
she spoke the lines that every Juliet is
obliged to speak, but, somehow or other,
you couldn't feel that she was quite in
earnest.
When she took her leave of Romeo, and

told him that it would seem twenty years
until the morrow, the audience tittered. It
was not that Juliet spoke her lines badly,
or that she indulged In any ludicrous pose'
The audience tittered because it seemed
so absurd for this up-to-date girl to be so ri¬
diculously spoony. She was spoony, and
you can't call it anything else. She spoke
exquisite poetry, but she spooned Romeo
as Summer Dulcineas spoon their Lubins
on the Coney Island steamboats. When
she told him that "parting is such sweet
sorrow," you were disappointed, because
she put it that way Instead of saying-
"Well, old boy, I'll be off. Awfullv sorry
to leave you, but the old gooseberry inside
is getting fidgety."
There was not an atom of harm in her.

not a bit of nonsense about her. It was all
put on for Romeo's benefit. She reminded
me far more of the heroine of that French
novel, "Les Domi-Vierges," than of the
simple, love-sick maiden of the Veronese
tragedy.
Mr. Bellew was a flaring Romeo

in Mephistophelian scarlet. Fortunately
no cows were grazing about the lovely
Capulet garden, or Romeo would never
have reached Miss Juliet's balcony In
safety. He was a conscientious, earnest
Romeo, but he was a trifle monotonous
and his poses and strides were decidedly
of the stage, stagey. Mrs. W. G. Jones
who played the nurse, was the most
Shakespearian member of the company
Admirable old actress! What could she
not teach to these babes and sucklings? The
Mecutio of William Redmund was rather
finnicking, and the Friar Lawrence of
!. rank Lawrence was somewhat secular.
Earring the Irritating music that was

turned on, hurdy-gurdy style, on all occa¬
sions, the production was really a beautiful
one. It was quite worthy of the inimitable
Shakespearian setting that Mr. Daly always
provides. A more artistic garden scene lias
never been staged. It was a feast to the
eye. This modern Juliet must have the
night as dark and gloomy. For her the
Champs Elysees would have have been more
inspiring, and I should not have been a bit
surprised if she leaned on her silken scarf
over the balcony and whispered: "Romeo'
Romeo! Wherefore art thou, Romeo, if thou
canst not take me from this tiresome scent-
rail a cab and we'll go ond dine at the

,
e Anglais, and then, oh, Romeo, we'll

yr°P "t0 the Ambassadeurs and hear
Vette" ALAN DALE.

Perfect,y Sa'e Now.
Is tiie wah talk all ovah?" asked Fweddv

going toyZ"aoyaa^d °hoUy- "There'8 -t

W hereupon Kweddy resolutely rolled ht» m

trousers again. Chicago Tribune.
P his

More or Less
In the Public Eye.

Explorer Nansen is married to an accomplished
woiran, who. after his departure in search oJS
tohir^H QUieUj Se"led d0Wn lu Christiania

ment i 7 as a teaoher of vocal au<l instru¬
mental music. The Nansens own a pretty little

w«kei,'°« .d«Drwi'E° """¦»« hi.

in Ch" tlaata.
6 Nan8eM are popular

0f AIexunder Campbell, founder of
the Christian or Campbellite faith, Is llvin" it
the age of ninety-four, in Bethany, W. Va Ser

now a resident of Washington.
Ui8Ule« and is

Stephen Salisbury, of Woroester, Mass has
riven *200.000 with which to build a museum
of fine arts in that city. His desire to save the

n^Tffe^T^rer^Ther to

the'COmlC. the aUth°rltleS jBteud build on

General B. C. Cabell died at So. Louis yes-
tw<iay. He was eighty years old, and during
the last thirty years lived in St. Louis. He

, bi" Utle /u°t^^nfed^r^r.

A Glance at
Our Literary Future.

The time has come when it behooves us

to pause and ask ourselves, "Whither is our
national literature drifting?"
This is an admirable Introductory para¬

graph. If everything from my pen were

equal to it, my position In letters would
be assured. I defy any one to show me

a paragraph of any description that sounds
better and means less than the one printed
above.
However, let us try to peer into ilie

future of American letters, though we are

not, as my introductory paragraph in*.
mates, making such terrific headway tlir.
it will be necessary for us to pause or pin
on the brakes in order that we may bend
our energies to the task of gazing into the
future. We can do "all the gazing we want
¦as we move along at a pace that has al¬
ready enabled the obelisk in Central Park
to pass us.

To me the outlook is a particularly
gloomy one, but perhaps that is only be¬
cause I view it from an old-fashioned
standpoint. There are many, I have nc

doubt, who think that we are at the very
threshold of a period of unexampled
literary prosperity, and so we are, for cer¬
tain classes that half a century ago never

presumed to show themselves in print and
who do it now with a persistency and fre¬
quency that is extremely trying to proof
readers and compositors and has largely in¬
creased the demand for dictionaries and
other books of reference.

I think that we stand between two dis¬
tinct literary eras. The literary men like
Lowell and Holmes and Hawthorne and
Irving and Curtis have passed away, to be
succeeded by Charles Egbert Craddock and
Mary E. Wilklns and Brander Matthews
and H. C. Bunner and a host of others of
acknowledged ability. But somehow, un¬

der our present system, writers do not,
as a whole,, seem to hold their grip on

the public, and I doubt if there has ever
been a time since America had any litera¬
ture at all when so few noses were visible
above the surface of mediocrity. I would
like to see half a dozen brilliant young
writers disporting themselves in all the
freshness of youth in the literary arena.

But I don't.
There are writers coming up, however,

who are going to create a distinct school
of their own, if I am not mistaken, and I
positively tremble for my craft when I
think of the awful possibilities that the
future holds for us. There are two dis¬
tinct classes of literary workers who are

beginning to make place for themselves In
the popular esteem. One Is composed of
the reporters who assume disguises and do
all sorts of extraordinary things, while
to the other belong the people in every
rank of life who are paid to write special
articles for magazines and Sunday news¬

papers. In this noble army may be found
the prize fighter who is not only skilled
in the use of fist and tongue, but Is also
the author of the Interesting essay called
"How I Knocked Paddy Moriarlty Out In
Four Rounds."
Then there is Mr. Pestle, who wrote a

charming story called "How It Feels to
Give a Man Poison Instead of Calisaya,
and See Him Drop Dead in Front of the
Soda Fountain." Other articles in this
class are: "Why I Sand "My Sugar," by
Grocer Soapbox; "How Millionaires Are
Confirmed," by Peter Belfry, sexton of the
Church of the Whlted Sepulchre, and "Fill¬
ing an Astorbilt's Front Tooth," by Den¬
tist Pincers.
As for the reporters who put on dis¬

guises and write the sensational articles,
there Is absolutely no limit to their sphere
of usefulness, and the mind becomes
stunned to think of what they will do In a

literary way in the years to come. Peer¬
ing into the future, I see reporters doing
all sorts of things never dreamed of a

dozen years ago. I see one putting on

long gray side whiskers interwoven with
buckwheat straw, and causing himself to
be elected to the Presidency under the de¬
lusion that he is an Ohio statesman. I see
another who has become a thoroughly
trained and accomplished acrobat In order
that he may attend dinners in the disguise
of a banana or a chair leg and report what
he hearer I see a reporter not more than
six hours old, a member o{ the infant
staff, and too young to take growlers into
side doors on Sunday, but of exactly the
right age for the assignment which his
managing editor has given him; he Is to
be smuggled Into the apartment of a reign¬
ing queen, whose only child has died, and
whose place he Is to take. He will grow
up as a crown prince, receiving the educa¬
tion due one of his rank, and at the age
of twenty-one he will be crowned amid
the booming of cannon and the acclamation
of the populace. A few days later his ex¬

periences will be published In the Sunday
edition of the enterprising journal which
employs him, and he will give up his
kingdom and come back to Park row to
achieve more fame in new fields.
In the meantime, let me call attention to

the fact that the three leading magazines
of this country.Scribner's, Harper's and
the Century.are sending to England for
their serial stories; that after a while
there will be no more cheap photographs
for the smaller monthlies to publish, and
that It is even poslsble that the apparent¬
ly Inexhaustible fountain of fiction that
springs from Anthony Hope will run dry.

Is the outlook a cheerful one? I think
not. JAMES L. FORD.

Literary Shop Talk.
The North American Review, speaking

with the voice of our Minister to Siam,
calls attention to another international com¬

plication.the Pacific question. Japan,
Corea and China are all waiting for our
most active participation in their markets,
their sorrows and their joys, and (In a sen¬
tence more than two hundred words in
length) the breathless Mr. Barrett tells
America to send him another rocking chair
and a vlce-rocker to sit in It, a naval squad¬
ron, a new tin roof for the Legation, and
last, but not least, some advertisements for
those hungry dailies, the Bangkok Times
nnd the SI Yama sa mia.
What should the nation advertise? Leave

that to its Minister; he knows what will
tickle the people to whom he is accredited.

» »

The March Munsey has a picture of Harry
C. Miner with a flower In his coat and
another of Katrine Heath with a cold in
her head. And it has a picture of Max.
lne Elliott. The next tattooed man caught
In Borneo will have Miss Maxlne Elliott's
picture all over him. Portraits of that lady
are found in the shells of oyster-crabs.
The snow crystalizes in her Image, and be¬
fore long she will cover the face of Amer¬
ica like a beautiful eruption.
There i« likewise a picture of "J. Massey

Rhind, with a long Inheritance of t lent
In his own family and the blood of the Celt
In his veins." One side of his mustache Is
curled up and one side curled down, which
shows that "a genius of the chisel" may
blunder with the curling tongs. But the
corner of a handkerchief sticks out of
his pocket as symmetrically as n.i Iceberg
rises from the sea, and that s-Iioas a sense
of order.

Odd Occurrences
Out of Town.

Once a Nomad Always a Nomad.
"Texan Ranger" Koberts struck Lite,

Pa., early last Fall and was accom¬

panied by his wife, a boy aged seven,
a pair of twins aged ten and a girl of the

age of fifteen.
When the fam-
i 1 y tramped

j [frf into Erie and
related a tale
o f hardships,
bad luck in
Texas and
other stories
calculated to
Stir up feel¬
ings of sym¬
pathy several
Erie people
took a deal of
interest in

them. One family took the girl In and
clothed her. She was very ignorant and
could not read a word. She was as ignorant
f household duties as she was in letters, and
had to be Instructed in the simplest details
of house work, showing that she had been
brought up to ways that were decidedly
nomadic.
Just about the time the family which

had taken the girl had her In a fair way
toward civilization her parents came along
again and demanded her custody. The nov¬
elty of the comforts of a good home had
worn off and the spirit of wayfaring came
upon the child and she cheerfully aban¬
doned her benefactors to share the com¬
forts of box cars and police stations With
her parents again.
The good people of Erie cannot under-

stand why a young girl should prefer to be
a tramp rather than to do household worl(.

Jack Melts the Frost.
M1s3 Sarah Woodward, of Ellsworth, Me.,

is the legal guardian and proprietress of a
large tomcat, weighing sixteen pounds,
a great proportion of which weight, Mis>
Woodward be¬
lieves, Is de-
voted to
brains. T h e or'
cat's name is If'
Jack, and, un- ^like most of **
his species, be
does not de¬
vote the sol¬
emn night to
song, nor to
the wooing of
the other sex

upon the
moonlit roof.
He is a solemn and dignified beast, wha
would have commended himself to Julius
Caesar, in that ho Is fat, sleek-headed
and wont to sleep of nights.
Jack's mistress claims that he can think.

One morning last week, when he came

down to breakfast, he mounted his chaie
at the window to take his usual survey of
the street and to ascertain how the wind
was blowing and what the prospects were

for Miss Woodward going shopping. 1 o his
surprise lie found the windows covered
with frost, shutting out his view. But
Jack was equal to the occasion. 1 uttlng
one w.. raw the
pane he rubbed It gently about until tha
frost melted and he had cleared a space
just large enough for one eye, ^om jh cjpoint of view he gazed upon the passin*
world, while a smile of intense self-satM
faction o'erspread his feline countenance
\t least, a Maine newspaper states that
all this occurred.

^ #

Oliost Story from Missouri.
A strange apparition has been ^nessed]at the country church near the old Kern

graveyard, twelve miles east of Bt. Joseph
Mo The building stands near a public hifeh

way and nil,
front of the^
?rav e y a r d.
Near it is a

heavy forest
and on one side
an open field.'
The people of
that vicinity
say they have
seen, on differ-,
ent occasions,
three columns j
of something,
resembling flra
shine outl

above the roof of the little church. Tha,
phenomenon has been seen during the day,j
as well as at night. j
Sometimes the fire on the roof of tha

churqh resembles three figures waving
about restlessly. At such times it appears
to be very vapory and almost without form.
When first seen the figures are pale blue,
but shine out with a strong, white light'
that illuminates everything near the build¬
ing. So clear is the light that the names
on"the tombstones In the burial ground can)
be read even though the night is dark.
The people of the neighborhood who hava,
seen the ghostly lights on the church have
been filled with superstitious fear, and fled
from the spot with all possible haste. The
ghostly demonstration has been seen by a

large number of people, even by the pastor
of the church, who could offer no explana¬
tion for it.
Two men fought each other to the death

on account of the little church a few years
ago, and the people of the vicinity have
connected the tragedy with the ghostly
phenomenon. The two men were Jesse
Lawless and David Boyer, both substantial,
farmers and good friends up to the day,
of the tragedy. They quarrelled about the
building of the church, and Lawless
stabbed Boyer with a knife, inflicting a
death wound. As he walked away Boyer,
shot him three times, and he fell dead.
Boyer died the next day.
The strange lights had been seen on the

old church building, which the new one

supplanted on the same site. Great crowds
of people used to collect In the neighbor¬
hood and watch for the lights, and many
times the watchers, huddled together 1'*) jyards from the church, were not disappoint¬
ed in their vigils.
Boyer and Lawless were with the watch¬

ers sometimes, but they never could see
the strange sights that the other people
saw. Some of the more superstitious be¬
lieve there was a strange significance In
this fact, and that their inability to see
the weird figures portended the tragedy
thttt WAS tO follOW.
A dozen men at'work in a harvest field near

the church last Summer saw the figures
on the church at midday. At first they
were blue, and had the appearance of
smoke, but later changed to resemble iron
at white heat. The men left the harvest
field and neighborhood of the church hur¬
riedly. Witnesses have tried to trace In
the moving, restless figures some J"986"1*blance to a human form, but It has been m
vain. They resemble nothing so niucn as
three shafts of brilliant light, almost bllnrt-
insr to the sight at. close range, ihe middle
one about six feet tall and 1 he ojhers hall
that length. The building stands on tha
crest of a high hill, and when the ghostly
lights appear at night they may be seen
for manv miles. Hundreds of people tuin

| their eves in the direction of the church
every night with superstitious dread as4 f
peak


